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Dear Freshman: 
 
 
The faculty and staff welcome you to Georgetown High School. The topics 
covered in this booklet were designed to help you in your transition to GHS. We 
have included answers to questions most frequently asked by freshmen and 
their parents. 
 
As you begin your first year of high school, we want to make sure your time 
spent at GHS is filled with an abundance of learning, academic and personal 
growth, life-long friendships, and the beginning of the fulfillment of career 
aspirations. We want your attendance at GHS to be some of the most 
memorable years of your life.  
 
Please remember as you begin your high school career you have a support 
network of counselors, teachers, and administrators who want to help you 
succeed. We want to make your transition to high school a smooth and 
enjoyable experience.  
 
School counselors will be able to assist you with career, academic, and social 
issues that affect your success and future career aspirations. Whether your plans 
after high school include attending a 4-year or 2-year college, enlisting in the 
military or securing a job in the workplace, counselors will be able to help you 
plan a “roadmap” for high school courses that match your career goals.  
 
 
We wish you the best of luck!! 
 
 
GHS Administrators, Counselors and Teachers 
 

 

                                                          

 

 



  

 

 

GEORGETOWN HIGH SCHOOL 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 

PRINCIPAL 

Mr. Craig Stone 

 

Ms. Alicia Johnson – Assistant Principal 

Mr. Alvin Walker- Assistant Principal 

 Dr. Pam Vereen – Career Center Director 

Mr. Roland Hewes – Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

GHS SCHOOL COUNSELORS 
 

Ms. Kim Finley 
        Last Names C - L 

kfinley@gcsd.k12.sc.us 

Phone Ext: 3022 or 3025 

 

 

Ms. Kristen Hannon, School Counseling Intern 
Last Names A-B 

Students enrolled in Study Skills 

khannon@gcsd.k12.sc.us 

Phone Ext: 3022 or 3027 

 

 

Mrs. Leigh Owens 
Last Names M-Z 

Lowens@gcsd.k12.sc.us 

Phone Ext: 3026 or 3022 
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Returning Student Online Registration 

 

Parents/guardians must complete the online registration process via Parent Portal. Please contact Ms. 

Jane Smith, janevsmith@gcsd.k12.sc.us,  at GMS for information on securing a Parent Portal Account 

and registering your student.  

 

Please know since we take very seriously the safety of your student, we must ask that each family 

complete the registration process to update your address, email and contact numbers. Only those 

individuals who may pick up your student from GHS should be listed as emergency contacts.  

 

 

Intra-District Transfer Requests 
 

Parents of students residing outside the Georgetown High attendance area must complete an Intra-

District Transfer Request for the 2022-23 school year. Attendance and discipline records as well as 

grades will be accessed by the principal of the receiving school before deciding to accept the transfer 

request. 

 

Affidavits 
 

Students whose parent/guardian submitted an affidavit for this school year must once again complete 

and submit an affidavit for the 2022-23 school year. Affidavits must be approved by the Director for 

Testing and Accountability, Dr. Cutina Barrineau, at the GCSD Office. Residency or guardianship 

documents must also be submitted to the Georgetown High Guidance Department.  

 
4x4 Block Schedule 

 
Georgetown High School operates on a 4 x 4 block schedule.  The school day is divided into four 90 

minute instructional blocks.  During the fall semester, students are enrolled in four 90-minute courses 

which meet daily. State curriculum objectives are taught over a period of 90 days.  At the end of the 

fall semester, students take either a state or district end of course exam which will count 20% of their 

final grade. Students will receive credit for each course successfully completed.  Four new spring 

semester classes usually begin around mid-January.  Students are typically scheduled for 2 core 

courses and two electives each semester. 

 

WITHDRAWING FROM A COURSE AND  

SCHEDULE CHANGE 

 

As per the SC Uniform Grading Policy, students who withdraw from a course within three days in a 

45-day course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten days in a 180-day course will do so without penalty.  

Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time will be assigned either a WP or WF (if 

failing), and the WF (as a 50) will be calculated in the student’s overall grade point average. 

 

Students must be enrolled a minimum of 85 out of 90 days and receive 120 seat time hours in order to 

earn credit for a course. Therefore, student schedules will not be changed after the first 5 days of 

each semester.  
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 A high school certificate shall be awarded to special education students who do not complete 
requirements for a state high school diploma, but who do complete a prescribed program of special 
education as described in the State Board of Education Defined Minimum Program. 

 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL STATE DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS: 

 
AREA             CREDITS 
Language Arts        4.0 
Mathematics         4.0 
Science         3.0 
U.S. History         1.0 
Economics        0.5 
Government         0.5 
Social Studies Elective      1.0 
Foreign Language or Vocational Elective     1.0 
P.E. or NJROTC                   1.0 
Computer Science        1.0 
Electives         7.0 
Total Required Courses      24.0 
 
 
 
 
 

It is the responsibility of students and parent/guardians to know the 
graduation requirements and to know the exact number of credits that has 

been earned. 

 

GEORGETOWN COUNTY SC HOOL DISTRICT PROMOT IONAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

 

CLASSIFICATION BY GRADE LEVEL 

• To be classified as a sophomore, a student must have earned a minimum of four 
units. Those units must include at least one unit in English, one unit in mathematics, and one 
unit in social studies. 

• To be classified as a junior, a student must have earned a minimum of twelve units. 
Those units must include two units of English, two units of mathematics, one unit of social 
studies, and one unit of science. 

• To be classified as a senior, a student must have earned a minimum of sixteen units. 
Those units must include three units of English, three units of mathematics, two units of 
social studies (one of which must be United States History), and two units of science. 

 

 



  

 

9TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
 

E N G L I S H  

 
English I 
Students taking English I will continue to develop skills in language 
through a sustained and structured study of classic and 
contemporary literature.  They will identify the characteristics that 
distinguish literacy forms and explain the influence a historical period 
has on the form, style, and theme of written work.  Students will 
synthesize, analyze, and critique reading selections and will build an 
extended and specialized vocabulary.  Their readings will include 
consumer information and various research reports that they can use 
in their oral presentations.  Student writings will include narratives, 
expository essays, and technical reports.  English I students will 
select and utilize techniques appropriate to the audience and the 
purpose for which they are writing.  Students will use spoken and 
visual language to communicate effectively with a variety of 
audiences and for different purposes.  They will deliver well-
organized formal presentations and demonstrate a command of 
Standard American English (SAE).  They will be able to gather, 
prepare, and present information from various sources and in various 
formats.  
 
English II Honors 
Prerequisites:  English I Honors (C or better). Students taking 
English II Honors will continue to develop skills in language through a 
sustained and structured study of classic and contemporary 
literature.  They will explain the similarities and differences in literary 
structures and imagery as well as universal themes from literature of 
different cultures.  Students will continue to synthesize, analyze, and 
critique reading selections and will build an extended and specialized 
vocabulary.  Students will become competent at interpreting, 
comparing and contrasting, analyzing, and applying information from 
printed consumer materials.  Student writings will include expository 
essays and creative pieces in which word choice, descriptions, and 
dialogue are emphasized.  English II students will critique 
professional and peer writing and will utilize these analyses to refine 
their personal communication style.  Students will continue to adjust 
their use of spoken and visual language to communicate effectively 
to a variety of audiences.  They will make formal and 
extemporaneous presentations in the narrative and expository 
modes.  They will hone their research skills by asking increasingly 
more complex questions.  English II students will demonstrate a 
command of Standard American English (SAE).  English II Honors is 
designed for students who plan to pursue a career requiring a four 
year degree and who will enter the PACE program in the senior year.  
THE ENGLISH 2 STATE END-OF-COURSE EXAM WILL BE 
ADMINISTERED AND COUNT 20% OF THE STUDENT’S FINAL 
COURSE GRADE. 

 

M A T H E M A T I C S  

Algebra I  
This course presents Algebra I competencies that meet the state 
Algebra I standards.  The Algebra I end-of-course test will be given at 
the completion of the course.  The course includes the use of 
symbolic reasoning; the use of functions; setting up and solving 

equations; and the use of the math process standards.   In Algebra I, 
handheld graphing calculators are required as part of instruction and 
assessment.  Students should use a variety of representations (e.g., 
concrete, numerical, algorithmic, graphical), tools (e.g., matrices, 
data), and technologies to model mathematical situations in order to 
solve meaningful problems.  Technologies include, but are not limited 
to, powerful and accessible handheld calculators, as well as 
computers with graphing capabilities. THE ALGEBRA 1 STATE 
END-OF-COURSE EXAM WILL BE GIVEN AT THE END OF THIS 
COURSE AND WILL COUNT 20% OF THE STUDENT’S FINAL 
GRADE.  
 

Geometry (H) 
This course is designed for the student who has demonstrated an 
exceptional aptitude and interest in mathematics. Geometry is the 
mathematical study of shapes, their properties, and their 
relationships. The course competencies are presented as a one-
semester block course that meets the state Geometry standards. 
Emphasis is placed on student discovery and exploration and on 
formulating and defending conjectures. Geometry includes an in-
depth study of reasoning, polygons, congruence, similarity, right 
triangles, circles, area, volume, and transformations. Students will 
use a variety of approaches, such as coordinate, transformational, 
and axiomatic systems. They will also develop an appreciation for the 
connections between Geometry and other disciplines such as art and 
architecture.  

S C I E N C E  
 

Earth Science 
This course will be an introduction to Earth’s Systems as 
well as an introduction to systems science and feedback 
loops. This course will also examine all paleo-geological 
evidence for climate change to allow for a better 
understanding of the issue from a comprehensive 
perspective.  The students will utilize virtual lab activities 
and a research project to develop a personal and 
individual understanding of Earth Systems and the 
factors that affect them.  
 

Biology I (H)  
Biology Honors is a laboratory-based course designed to help 
students develop an in-depth understanding of major concepts of 
biological science: the cell; molecular basis of heredity; biological 
evolution; interdependence of organisms; matter, energy, and 
organization in living systems; human anatomy and physiology; and 
behavior and regulation. This course provides numerous 
opportunities for students to develop science process skills, critical 
thinking, and an appreciation for the nature of science through 
inquiry-based learning experiences. There is a strong emphasis on 
independent projects and investigative, hands-on lab activities 
related to the course of study. THE BIOLOGY STATE END-OF-
COURSE EXAM WILL BE ADMINISTERED AND COUNT 20% OF 
THE STUDENT’S FINAL COURSE GRADE. 
 

 
 
 



  

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  

 
Human Geography (CP) 
Human Geography is a comprehensive study of the relationship 
between the physical environment, human beings, and their cultures. 
Using both the topical and regional approach to explore relationships, 
emphasis is given to the interdependence of physical and cultural 
factors on the development of political, economic, and social systems 
and the world in transition. Prereq: None Gr: 9 Cr: 1.0 

 
Human Geography (H) 
Human Geography (H) involves the study of both Physical and 
Cultural Geography. Using the five themes of geography, students 
will be able to describe the physical and cultural aspects of each of 
the world's major regions as well as explain how one's physical 
environment affects one's culture. Students will also examine current 
issues facing people in each of the regions and discuss possible 
solutions. Critical thinking skills will be emphasized through projects 
which require extensive research, writing, simulations, debate, 
discussion, and skits Gr: 9 Cr: 1.0 
 

AP (Advanced Placement) Human Geography 
Prerequisites: 8th Grade South Carolina History, English I (H) and 
8th grade teacher recommendation as well as documentation of 
PASS social studies, writing and ELA scores; 
The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce 
students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 
shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s 
surface. Students will employ spatial concepts and landscape 
analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental 
consequences. Students will also learn about the methods and tools 
geographers use in their science and practice. Students are 
expected to take the AP exam at the end of the course. Possible 
college credit may be awarded depending on the student’s AP 
exam score and the college of attendance upon graduation. 
 

N J R O T C  
 

Naval Science One (NJROTC I) AND  
Naval Drill Ceremonies and Traditions   

(Year-Long and 2 Credits) 
 
An application is required and can be secured from and 
returned to GMS or GHS school counselors.  
 
Description:  The Naval Science One curriculum consists of studies 
in:  The NJROTC Program; an Introduction to Leadership; Naval 
Ships:  Navy Mission and Organization:  The Nation, the Navy and 
the People in American Democracy; Citizenship; Foundations of 
Government; Basic Seamanship; Health Education; First Aid; Drugs, 
Alcohol and Tobacco Abuse; Drill; Military Ceremonies, and 
Traditions;  Physical Fitness training will be conducted. 
 

P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N  

Physical Education 1 
Description:  Physical Education I (a required course) consists of 
two components:  development of a Fitness for Life Plan and 
demonstration of competency in at least two movement forms. 

 

 
Athletic Weight Training I  
The purpose of the Athletic Weight Lifting Class is to develop 

the total student-athlete. The class will concentrate on the 

proper flexibility, cardiovascular, & strength training for the 

student-athlete in order to enhance their athletic abilities. The 

class will strive to improve their athletic abilities through the 

enhancement of these technical skills. Prerequisite: Physical 

Ed I Credit: 1.0   Students interested in AWT must be 

enrolled in PE or NJROTC fall semester and AWT will be 

scheduled in the spring. 
 
 

C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  
 
ONE COMPUTER SCIENCE CREDIT IS REQUIRED FOR 
GRADUATION. STUDENTS WHO EARNED CREDIT AT GMS FOR   
FUNDAMENTALS OF COMPUTING HAVE FULFILLED THIS 
REQUIREMENT.  
 

Fundamentals of Computing 
Fundamentals of Computing is designed to introduce students to the 
field of computer science through an exploration of engaging and 
accessible topics. Through creativity and innovation, students will 
use critical thinking and problem solving skills to implement projects 
that are relevant to students’ lives. They will create a variety of 
computing artifacts while collaborating in teams. Students will gain a 
fundamental understanding of the history and operation of 
computers, programming, and web design. Students will also be 
introduced to computing careers and will examine societal and 
ethical issues of computing. 
 

PLTW Computer Science Essentials  
Honors course weighting 
Prerequisite: Final grade of 85 or higher in Algebra 1/Algebra 1 
Honors. With emphasis on computational thinking and collaboration, 
this course provides an excellent entry point for students to begin or 
continue the PLTW Computer Science K-12 experience. Computer 
Science Essentials will expose students to a diverse set of 
computational thinking concepts, fundamentals, and tools, allowing 
them to gain understanding and build confidence. In Computer 
Science Essentials, students will use visual, block-based 
programming and seamlessly transition to text-based programming 
with languages such as Python to create apps and develop websites, 
and learn how to make computers work together to put their design 
into practice. They’ll apply computational thinking practices, build 
their vocabulary, and collaborate just as computing professionals do 
to create products that address topics and problems important to 
them. Computer Science Essentials helps students create a strong 
foundation to advance to Computer Science Principles, Computer 
Science A, and beyond.  This course may also be taken as an 
elective.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

F I N E  A R T S  
 
**One unit of Fine Arts is required as part of the Commission on 
Higher Education’s College Preparatory Course Requirements 
for admission to 4-year South Carolina colleges and 
universities. 

 
Art I 
Description: This course is an introduction to the principles and 
elements of design through exploration of a variety of media and 
techniques. 
 

Pottery I 
Description: This course provides students with clay experiences 
using the pinch, coil, and slab hand building methods. Students also 
are exposed to using the potter’s wheel, glazing, and firing. 
 

Band I  (Fall Semester)  
Band 1 Rehearsal (Spring Semester) 
Prerequisites: Must have had 8th grade band experience.  
Description:  This course is designed to continue the development 
of technical proficiency of instrumental students while enhancing their 
musicianship.  An audition at the beginning of the school year is 
required.  Required performances will include, but are not limited to, 
football games, parades, band festivals, competitions and concerts. 
Performances and after-school rehearsals are required.  Students 
are encouraged to participate in all state, district and county 
sponsored events.   
 

Chorus I (Fall Semester) 
Chorus 1 Rehearsal (Spring Semester) 
Description: This course is offered to students who have had at 
least one year of vocal training. This course is designed to reinforce 
those skills and objectives established in 8th grade Chorus. In 
addition, performance etiquette will be established. Performances 
and after-school rehearsals are required. Students are encouraged to 
participate in all state, district and county sponsored events 

Class Piano                                               

Description: This course is designed for the beginning/non-musician 
student.  No experience or audition is necessary.  The basic focus of 
this course will be in piano technique and notation.  Enrollment is 
limited. 
 

C A R E E R  R E L A T E D  
E L E C T I V E S  

 
Agricultural Science and Technology 
The Agricultural Science and Technology course is designed to teach 
essential concepts and understandings related to plant and animal 
life including biotechnology, the conservation of natural resources, 
and the impact of agricultural and natural utilization on the 
environment. Basic personal and community leadership, safety, and 
agricultural mechanical technology are included as a part of the 
instructional program.   Prereq: None Gr: 9-12 Cr: 1.0 
 
Automotive Technology   This course will prepare students 

with the experiences, attitudes, and knowledge required for 

developing the skills needed to successfully complete the National 
Automotive Technician Education Foundation approved Auto 
Technology course. Students will study system operation of the 
engine brakes, suspension and electrical portions of the automobile. 
The need for a preventive maintenance program will be taught. 
Hands-on experience in routine services such as oil changes, tire 
maintenance, and safety checks will be performed throughout the 
year. Students will be required to read, write, and perform math tasks 
related to Auto Technology. Prereq: None          Cr Hrs: 1.0 
 
Building Construction   The Building Construction program is 

designed to prepare students to perform entry level building 
construction tasks under the supervision of an experienced crafts 
person. Included in the course of study are instructions related to 
cabinetmaking, carpentry, masonry, plumbing, basic architectural 
drafting, basic arc welding, and safety practices. This program is 
designed to prepare students for a wide variety of occupational 

opportunities. Prereq None Cr  Hrs: 1.0 

 

Graphic Communication Graphics I gives students the skills to 

print T-shirts, their own notepads, business cards, and stationery. In 
addition, students get to shoot, develop and print black and white 
photographs. This class is designed for students who would like to 
learn how to print their own graphic creations and to use their 
imagination on the Macintosh computers to produce a design. Others 
who like using their hands and working with machinery will find their 
challenge running the printing presses. Graphics students do it all 
from design to print. Prereq: None. Grades: 9-11 Credit: 1.0 
 

Personal Health/Wellness and Family/Community 
Health   This course is designed to aid students in understanding 

their growth and development in adolescence and to develop 
decision making skills to make intelligent choices toward a more 
abundant life. Content of the course will include personal information, 
the study of drug and alcohol abuse, communicable diseases and 
their prevention, dental health, and nutrition. This course will be 
flexible to permit the presentation of current and authentic health 
information that will be of interest to the students. (Comprehensive 
Health can be embedded.) Prereq: None Grade: 9-12 Credit: 1.0 

 
Welding Technology*    This course is the first level in an 

instructional program designed to prepare individuals to use gases 
and/or welding processes to braze and solder metal parts according 
to diagrams, blueprints or written specifications. Students taking this 
course receive training in shop safety, safety practices, proper use of 
welding equipment, gas and electric welding, brazing and soldering. 
Included in the course is instruction related to the reading of 
blueprints and properties of metal. *Student’s discipline, grades 
and attendance will be reviewed before enrolling in welding 1 
due to safety concerns.  

 
PLTW Principles of Biomedical Science 
This course provides an introduction to the biomedical 
sciences through hands-on projects and problems. 
Student work involves the study of human medicine, 
research processes and an introduction to 
bioinformatics. Students investigate the human body 
systems and various health conditions including heart 
disease, diabetes, sickle-cell disease, 



  

hypercholesterolemia, and infectious diseases. Key 
biological concepts including homeostasis, metabolism, 
inheritance of traits, feedback systems, and defense 
against disease are embedded in the curriculum. 
Engineering principles including the design process, 
feedback loops, fluid dynamics and the relationship of 
structure to function are incorporated in the curriculum 
where appropriate. The course is designed to provide an 
overview of all the courses in the Biomedical Sciences 
program and to lay the scientific foundation necessary 
for student success in subsequent courses.  
Prerequisite: 85 average or higher in Algebra I 
 

 
W O R L D  L A N G U A G E S  

 
Spanish I An introduction to the language and culture of 

Spanish-speaking countries, this course emphasizes basic 
communication through the development of listening and 
speaking skills. Although the emphasis is on oral proficiency, 
reading and writing skills are also developed. Culture is 
incorporated to convey a greater understanding and 
appreciation of the way of life in Spain and other Spanish-
speaking countries. Prereq: None Grade: 9-12 Credit: 1.0 
 
 
 

G E N E R A L  E L E C T I V E S  
 

Study Skills Strategies  (Year-Long = 2 credits) 
Objectives for this course will be determined by the student’s IEP 
team and stated in the student’s Individualized Education Program 
(IEP), along with criteria for mastery of each objective and evaluation 
methods. Prerequisites: None    Cr Hrs: 1.0 

Technical Writing – ½ Unit – Grades 9–12               
College Preparatory Prerequisites: none    Students will analyze 
grammar in depth by studying the parts of speech, types of 
sentences, sentence complements, phrases, clauses, and 
punctuation. They will be able to understand the relationship that 
exists between studying grammar and improving writing and be able 
to implement what they learn to enhance their own writing.  

Creative Writing – ½ Unit - Grades 9 -12 -   College Preparatory 

Prerequisites: none   This course develops the evaluative and 
creative writing talents of students who are interested in learning to 
write and evaluate poetry, essays, human-interest stories, and short 
stories. Students also study the editing process. Each student will 
produce his/her individual publication of original works at the end of 
the course.  

History of Sports - The development of sports in America will be 

related to a variety of cultural and historical themes.  These themes 
will include the growth of spectator sports, the role of the media in 
sports, the influence of women and minorities on sports, and the 
extent to which sports are a reflection of changing American values. 

 

Freshman Seminar/HS 101 
This course is designed to help new high school 
students adjust to the transition of high school from 
middle school in relation to real life skills. The curriculum 
includes time management, organizational skills, study 
skills, goal setting and career preparation, financial 
literacy, character building, networking and leadership 
skills.  Prerequisites: None   Grade: 9  Elective Credit: 
1.0 
 

Student Leadership  This course is designed for 

students who currently hold or hope to hold leadership 
roles in school sponsored organizations in order to 
sharpen leadership skills, parliamentary procedures, 
democratic government, organizational skills, stress 
management, group processing and group-building 
activities in order to have clubs to serve the school and 
community better now and in the future.  Students will 
work with their peers, faculty and staff in order to 
strengthen their organization.  This course will be a 
semester course open to students who are current 
members in good standing in a recognized school 
organization, club or sport. Prerequisites: None  Grade: 
9 – 12   Credit :1.0    


